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Planning  &  Zoning 
PARKING  BLUES 

Broadway  Parking  Proposal  -  412  Broadway 

The  owner  of  412  Broadway,  Mr.  Chen,  is  propos¬ 
ing  to  replace  that  structure  with  a  65-ft.  high 
office  building  facing  Broadway,  in  back  of  which 
would  be  a  fully  automated  garage  (258  cars).  The 
Stone  is  presently  on  the  site. 

THD  has  traditionally  been  in  favor  of  small 
garages  rather  than  large  parking  seas  (i.e.,  the 
recurring  nightmare  proposal  of  hundreds  of  cars 
seeking  shelter  beneath  Washington  Square).  This 
particular  site,  however,  poses  some  real  problems 
because  of  its  location  —  which  is  directly  in  the 
middle  of  the  Broadway  strip  and  because  it 
would  replace  a  unique  business  in  the 
neighborhood. 

At  the  September  13th  meeting,  the  THD  Board 
discussed  the  plan  as  presently  proposed  and 
decided,  on  the  basis  of  THD ’s  policy  toward  park¬ 
ing  garages,  not  to  oppose  it  providing  the  follow¬ 
ing  issues  are  secured  in  the  best  interest  of  the 
neighborhood:  1)  strict  adherence  to  the  40  ft. 
height  limit  on  the  Broadway  Commercial 
District;  2)  complete  sound  proofing  of  the 
automated  machinery;  3)  no  lighted  roof  park¬ 
ing;  4)  housing  instead  of  office  building;  and, 
especially  5)  no  access  by  cross-traffic  turns,  or 
any  other  maneuver  which  would  tie  up  traffic 
or  disrupt  pedestrian  flow.  These  points  all  refer 
to  a  40-ft.  garage,  of  course;  structures  larger  than 
that  are  not  to  be  considered. 

That  The  Stone  could  be  replaced  by  a  more  im¬ 
aginative  structure  goes  without  saying,  perhaps 
a  structure  which  maintains  the  vitality  of  the 
Broadway  Entertainment  district  (and  not  a 
topless  garage).  But  parking  is  a  consuming  con¬ 
cept  for  busy  North  Beach,  merchants  and  drivers 
alike.  Anyone  interested  in  obtaining  more  infor¬ 
mation  on  this  project  to  aid  the  Planning  and 
Zoning  Committee  can  contact  Sheryl  Hamlin  at 
421-2452  or  Deborah  Holley  at  392-3569.  Both 
have  answering  machines! 


Parking  Garage  on  Vallejo  at  Churchill  Alley 

The  S.  F.  Planning  Department  has  issued  a 
Negative  Declaration  which  states  no  en¬ 
vironmental  impact  of  a  proposed  65-ft.  (350  car) 
parking  garage  at  Churchill  Alley  and  Vallejo.  The 
land  for  the  proposed  garage  is  not  owned  by  the 
city  at  this  time. 

Although  THD  is  traditionally  in  favor  of  small 
parking  areas,  there  are  several  points  in  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  Negative  Declaration.  Foremost,  the 
traffic  study  was  incomplete;  it  was  not  con¬ 
ducted  during  peak  periods  for  that  section  of  the 
neighborhood  —  Saturday  morning  is  the  busiest 
time.  Furthermore,  the  Muni  45  will  begin  ser¬ 
vice  on  Stockton  starting  October  1, 1988,  which 
will  further  add  to  the  congestion.  THD  will  re¬ 
quest  further  traffic  study  based  on  a  smaller 
garage.  Also,  THD  opposes  lighted  roofdeck 
parking. 

At  this  time,  the  City  has  not  secured  the  site  and 
THD  will  oppose  any  height  limit  exceptions  un¬ 
til  the  site  is  secured  and  until  proper  traffic  study 
is  completed.  Meanwhile  Deborah  Holley  and 
Sheryl  Hamlin  will  address  further  findings  on 
the  specifics  of  the  Negative  Declaration. 

OPEN  SPACE 

Crissy  Field 

Jeanne  Milligan  reports  that  the  open  debate  ses¬ 
sions  regarding  plans  for  Crissy  Field  are  basical¬ 
ly  closed.  Four  proposals  were  given  to  the  ar¬ 
chitect, who  will  make  a  composite  integrating  as 
many  of  the  suggestions  as  possible.  At  this  point 
the  final  plan  is  not  known,  only  that  there  will 
be  a  park  abutting  the  Marina,  the  asphalt  strip 
will  be  replaced,  and  there  will  be  sequestered 
picnic  areas  on  the  sand  dunes.  THD  generally 
supports  toe  renovation  and  will  make  a  response 
to  the  final  plan. 

A  runner  herself,  Jeannie  also  reports  that  there 
is  concern  that  the  path  for  runners  and  walkers 

a 
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PRINTING 
PLACE 

" Quality  Small  Press  Printing ‘ 


Competitive  Prices 

Stationery/Business  Cards 

Newsletters 

Brochures/Flyers 

Announcements 

NCR  Forms 

Stats 


528  GREEN  ST.  at  GRANT 

in  North  Beach 

(415)  391-0730 
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Angel's  Flowers 


Fresh  Flowers  Direct  From  Nursery 
Flowers  for  all  Occasions 
Weddings,  Corsages 
Fresh  &  Dry  Arrangements 
Plants  and  Cards 

1554  Stockton  •  397-5356  •  9  to  6:30  Mon.Sat. 


baby  joe's 


Lunch  &  Dinner 

1 1:00  a.m. 
to 

10:00  p.m. 

Open  Sundays 


982-7639 
523  Broadway 


will  be  too  sheltered  which  causes  a  safety  hazard 
and  takes  away  the  sense  of  open  space  found 
in  few  other  areas  of  the  City. 

PROPOSED  BUILDING 

Triangle  Property  at 
Columbus/Lombard/Mason  _ 

THD,  represented  by  Jean  Van  Dusen,  Vim  Valenti 
and  Deborah  Holley,  and  North  Beach  Neighbors 
met  with  Robin  Ibm  of  CTA  Architects  to  review 
the  plans  for  the  property.  The  preliminary  plans 
include  a  40-foot-high  building  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  uses:  nine  market-rate  condominiums  or 
apartments,  three  retail  spaces  fronting  Colum¬ 
bus,  three  office  spaces  and  nine  parking  spaces 
for  the  residential  units.  The  building  would  cover 
all  of  the  lot.  Although  the  building  would  com¬ 
ply  with  the  zoning  requirements,  THD  feels  that 
it  would  be  out  of  scale  with  the  neighborhood 
character  and  could  shadow  the  bocci-ball  courts 
on  Mason.  THD  has  written  a  letter  requesting 
a  scaled-down  building  and  a  shadow  study. 

Safeway  Property: 

Demolition  and  Use  of  Site 

Toldan  Investment  Company  developers  plan  to 
develop  132  market-rate  condominiums  (starting 
at  $250,000  each),  with  some  retail  space  on 
Thy  lor  Street,  reports  Deborah  Holley.  Discussion 
at  the  September  Board  Meeting  reflected  that 
THD  was  happy  to  see  this  property  was  propos¬ 
ed  for  residential  rather  than  commercial  use; 
however,  THD  is  seeking  a  minimum  of  25  per¬ 
cent  affordable  housing.  Representatives  of  THD, 
North  Beach  Neighbors,  Telegraph  Hill 
Neighborhood  Center,  Chinatown  Resource 
Center;  Russian  Hill  Neighbors,  the  Planning 
Department,  the  Mayor’s  Office  of  Housing  and 
other  groups  will  meet  to  develop  a  cohesive 
strategy  and  position. 

Apartment  House  or  Condos 
w/44-Car  Parking  Garage 
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This  project  is  proposed  at  Romolo  (above  Grant) 
beneath  Vallejo.  Owner  and  developer  Lorenzo 


Petroni  has  proposed  a  4-story  apartment  com¬ 
plex  (fronting  on  Vallejo)  with  a  4-  story  garage 
(fronting  on  Fresno  Alley).  Jeanne  Milligan 
reports  that  a  THD  committee  went  before  the 
owner  and  developer  with  recommendations, 
regarding  necessity  of  a  traffic  study  and  the  need 
for  a  written  guarantee  for  2  stories  of 
neighborhood  parking.  The  developer  took  the 
recommendations  and  will  get  back  to  THD  with 
a  full  design.  This  project  is  in  the  beginning  stages 
and  will  be  further  reported  as  it  progresses. 

368  Lombard 

Deborah  Holley  reported  on  the  request  for  a 
variance  to  split  a  lot  (one  of  the  lots  would  be 
substandard  in  size,  which  is  why  the  variance 
would  be  needed)  and  to  demolish  the  two 
buildings  at  the  above  address.  Although  the 
owner  has  not  officially  applied  for  the  permit, 
he  plans  to  replace  the  two  buildings  which  con¬ 
tain  six  units  with  one  building  containing  three 
units.  It  was  felt  the  applicant  does  not  need  to 
split  the  lot  to  accomplish  the  other  plans.  THD 
will  follow  its  policy,  which  is  never  to  support 
variances  unless  a  hardship  is  shown. 

Bay  Club 

Potential  for  leasing  this  site  has  been  held  up 
because  it  is  a  seawall  lot  falling  under  the  Port 
property  regulations  and  the  state  agency  says 
use  must  be  maritime-related.  Apparently 
Nautilus  equipment  would  not  be  enough. 

Cafe  Roma 

Italian,  spare  that  tree.  Another  San  Francisco 
tree  fell  victim  to  that  dreaded  urban  disease, 
signis  giantitis.  Because  it  has  grown  large  and 
leafy  .and  was  covering  the  view  from  Columbus 
Street,hf  the  restaurant’s  sign,  the  tree  in  front 
of  Cafe  Roma  was  removed.  Cafe  Roma  says  it  will 
be  replaced  by  a  smaller  tree. 


Conservation  on  Telegraph  Hill 

With  the  announcement  of  the  most  serious 
drought  in  ten  years,  residents  of  San  Francisco 
are  once  again  faced  with  water  “rationing.’’ 
Our  allotment  for  3  units  occupied  by  three 
adults,  two  cats,  and  occasional  visitors,  was 
220  gallons.  Determined  to  do  our  share  of  con¬ 
servation,  we  implemented  the  following 
procedures: 

1.  A  30-gallon  tank  saves  all  washing  rinse 
water  (must  use  biodegradable  soap).  This 
tank  waters  the  garden,  cleans  floors,  win¬ 
dows,  steps,  walls,  etc. 

2.  A  five-gallon  bucket  collects  shower  water 
during  warmups.  This  water  flushes  toilets, 
cleans  floors,  and  feeds  plants. 

3.  The  1/2  -gallon  teapot  and  1  gallon  pan  are 
also  filled  from  the  shower  warmup.  This 
provides  kitchen  water  for  pasta,  coffee, 
vegetables,  etc. 

4.  Tbilet  flushing  and  wash  loads  were  greatly 
reduced. 

5.  The  temperature  of  the  gas  water  heater  was 
increased  to  reduce  water  warmup  time. 

6.  Showers  at  health  club. 

7.  Vacation  for  two  months. 

The  first  month  water  usage  dropped  to  180! 
Impressive.  The  next  month  to  160.  The  next 
month  to  89!  Victory!  At  this  point  I  was  ex¬ 
pecting  a  citizens  merit  citation  or  at  least  a 
computer-generated  message  on  my  water  bill 
thanking  us  for  the  effort. 

Instead,  I  received  a  sterile  notice  indicating 
the  water  allocation  had  been  reduced  to  180! 

Moral:  In  a  consumption-based  society,  conser¬ 
vationists  lose. 

Sheryl  Hamlin 
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ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA 
&  SONS 

" Old  World  Craftsmanship” 

CUSTOM  UPHOLSTERING 

Draperies  •  Blinds  •  Shades 
2060  Stockton  St.  «  7S 1-627  7 


MUNI  Service  Changes  -  as  of 
September  1988 

#19  POLK:  Terminates  at  Polk  and  Beach. 
Connects  to  #30  and  #42  at  North  Point,  #41 
and  #45  at  Union. 

#39  COIT:  Retain  service  to  Wharf  via  Powell, 
North  Point,  Thy  lor,  Bay,  Powell  and  return  to 
Coit  Tower  and  Telegraph  Hill.  Service  from 
approx.  7  AM  to  8  PM  only.  Will  operate  on 
30  minute  schedule  before  10  AM  and  after 
6  PM.  Connects  to  #42,  15,  30,  45  and  41. 

#42  Downown  Loop:  Rerouted  on  North 
Point  east  of  Columbus.  Same  as  old  schedule. 
Connect  to  #15,  #19,  and  #39  on  North  Point. 

#15  Third:  Revised  Wharf  Loop:  Powell,  Bay, 
Kearny,  North  Point  and  return.  No  schedule 
change. 

#32  Embarcadero:  Discontinues  Weekday 
service  (9  AM  -  4  PM)  between  Mission  and 
Caltrain  depot.  Connects  to  #15  at  North  Point 
and  Kearny,  #42  on  North  Point  or  on  the  Em¬ 
barcadero.  Will  operate  on  weekends.  No 
longer  connects  to  #39. 

#41  Union:  Will  operate  weekdays  only  dur¬ 
ing  2  peak  periods. 

#45  Union:  Rerouted  Cow  Hollow,  via  Union, 
Columbus,  Stockton,  4th  Street  to  Caltrain 
Depot  (24  hrs  /  7  days)  replacing  #41  days, 
nights  and  weekends. 

The  long  awaited  good  news!!  For  #39  fans, 
NEW  BUSES,  5  feet  shorter,  clean  and  quiet, 
are  being  purchased  with  the  last  of  SF’s  Ur¬ 
ban  Mass  transit  Money.  MUNI  Promised,  and 
they  hope  to  have  them  in  operation  next  sum¬ 
mer!  ! !  Vans  CANNOT  be  used  because  we  have 
standing  room  only  to  Coit  Tower  mid-  after¬ 
noon  tourists  and  serving  problems  also,  ac¬ 
cording  to  MUNI. 
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Sheryl  Hamlin 
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CCIT  TCWCC  SliCP 


T-shirts,  posters,  and 
memorabilia  unique  to 
Telegraph  Hill 
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Friends  of  Recreation  &  Parks 


JU1IUS 

CAST1E 

1541  Montgomery  St.  San  Francisco,  CA 

Atop  Telegraph  Hill  overlooking  San  Francisco  Bay 
Featuring  exquisite  continental  cuisine, 
elegant  service,  rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
with  unsurpassed  views  in  an  intimcfe  atmosphere. 

A  San  Francisco  Tradition  since  1922. 

Lunch  Monday-  Friday  from  11:30-4:00  p.m. 

Evenings  from  5:00-10:00  p.m. 

Ail  motor  credit  cords  accepted.  /  Volet  Parking  /  private  Parties  Welcome 
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President’s  Message 

Is  anybody  home  at  City  Hall?  Before  you  read 
the  letter  that  is  reproduced  below,  you  should 
know  that  a  meeting  has  finally  been  sche¬ 
duled  by  the  Mayor’s  office  for  September 
28th.  It’s  only  taken  3  months  of  sheer 
frustration. 

About  2  weeks  after  I  sent  this  letter,  I  got  an 
apologetic  phone  call  from  someone  in  the 
Mayor’s  office  with  a  promise  that  I  would 
hear  from  him  within  a  week  to  set  up  a 
meeting  for  THD  representatives  and  City  of¬ 
ficials.  The  follow-up  call  never  came.  After 
numerous  phone  calls  by  Jim  Miller,  someone 
showed  some  interest  although  that  fellow, 
Russell  Jeung,  never  saw  our  letters!  Anyway, 
let’s  hope  we  can  get  some  results  from  our 
forthcoming  meeting.  All  this  goes  to  show 
how  much  red  tape  and  confusion  exists  at 
City  Hall  these  days.  Is  this  typical?  Let’s  hope 
not.  Mayor  Agnos  says  he’s  a  friend  of  our 
neighborhoods,  yet  our  neighborhood  looks 
worse  every  day!  Hopefully ,  this  is  just  a  tem¬ 
porary  condition  and  as  soon  as  the  Mayor 
starts  feeling  comfortable  with  his  Office,  he 
will  start  showing  concern  for  the 
neighborhoods  that  got  him  elected  in  the  first 
place. 

Paul  Gottlober 


July  23,  1988 
Dear  Mayor  Agnos : 

On  June  10, 1 988,  over  30  days  ago,  Jim  Miller, 
the  chairman  of  our  Environmental  Control 
Committee,  sent  you  a  letter  regarding  the  un¬ 
sightly  refuse  problem  in  our  neighborhood. 
The  letter  was  accompanied  by  a  petition 
which  was  signed  by  many  residents  and 
visitors  to  the  Telegraph  Hill/North  Beach 
area.  7b  date,  no  response  or  acknowledgment 
has  been  received  from  your  office. 

As  a  mayor  who  prides  himself  on  respon- 


siveness  to  neighborhood  problems  and  con¬ 
cerns ,  lam  sure  this  failure  to  respond  is  mere¬ 
ly  an  oversight  Or,  perhaps  it  is  an  indica¬ 
tion  that  some  dramatic  solution  to  the  pro¬ 
blem  is  forthcoming  and  is  being  carefully  or¬ 
chestrated  by  the  City.  In  any  case,  I  believe 
that,  at  the  very  least,  an  acknowledgment  let¬ 
ter  or  interim  response  should  have  been  sent 
as  a  common  courtesy.  As  you  are  aware,  our 
organization  relies  entirely  on  the  commit¬ 
ment  of  volunteers  who  donate  their  time  to 
help  make  San  Francisco  a  better  place  to  live 
and  visit.  Volunteers  become  quickly  disillu¬ 
sioned  when  city  officials  do  not  respond  to 
their  concerns.  This  is  particularly  true  when 
the  volunteers  have  taken  the  time  to  collect 
names  on  a  petition  to  assure  officials  that  they 
are  not  representing  the  concerns  of  just  a  few 
citizens. 

Iam  sure  that  the  budget  situation  is  a  difficult 
one,  but  the  City  cannot  afford  to  ignore 


the  disgusting  trash  situation  which  eocists  in 
our  neighborhood.  For  the  thousands  of 
tourists  who  visit  North  Beach  and  Telegraph 
Hill,  the  impression  of  a  clean  and  beautiful 
city  is  essential  if  we  want  these  people  to 
return  and  to  recommend  a  visit  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  to  their  friends  and  relatives.  The  same 
holds  true  for  those  of  us  who  live  here  and  wish 
to  maintain  our  civic  pride  or  instill  it  in 
others. 

I  have  attached  over  sixty  additional 
signatures  which  were  obtained  by  one  of  our 
volunteers.  As  you  can  see,  the  signatures  are 
from  people  who  are  not  just  residents  of  our 
neighborhood.  Our  neighborhood  is  a  matter 
of  concern  for  all  residents  of  San  Francisco. 

I  look  forward  to  receiving  a  prompt  response 
from  you. 

Respectfully, 

Paul  A  Gottlober 


Clyde 

Winters 

Design 


2200  mason  s tract 
san  francisco 
9  4  13  3 

415.391  5643 
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cadcrs 


Levi’s  Plaza 


HEADERS  CLEANERS 

Complete  Dry  Cleaning 
Services 


1475  Sansome  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA.  Paula  Meaders  Kearn 
781-8200 


Coit  Liquors 

oil  Washington  Square 

585  COLUMBUS  AVENUE 
SAN  FRANCISCO  94133 
TELEPHONE  986-4036 


Freebairn-Smith  &  Associates 

Planning,  Urban  Design,  Architecture 


(416)  398  4094 


TOWER  LAUNDROMAT 

ONE  STOP  SERVICE 
Dry  Clean  •  Finish  Shirts 
Wash,  Dry  &  Fold 

Monday  to  Saturday  421-2021 

1800  Stockton  Street  at  Greenwich 


Cooperation  Counts 

It  was  unusually  warm  as  evening  approached 
and  two  small  Asian  children  were  playing  ball 
in  the  narrow  street.  Population  in  this  North 
Beach  neighborhood  is  very  dense.  The  street 
is  the  only  place  the  young  girl  and  boy,  ages 
about  7  and  5,  have  to  play  for  an  hour  or  so 
after  supper.  Their  ball  was  red,  large  and  stur¬ 
dy.  The  game  was  to  throw  the  ball  against  the 
side  of  the  house,  take  turns  catching  it  on  the 
bounce,  repeatedly  throwing  it  against  the 
building.  Imagine  the  impact  this  game  had  on 
the  building  occupants. 

A  misplaced  throw  of  the  ball  sent  it  through 
a  second  story  window,  which,  fortunately, 
was  open.  It  appeared  to  the  children  that  the 
game  was  over;  and  worse,  they  had  lost  their 
big  ball.  A  few  minutes  elapsed  as  they 
pondered  what  to  do  next. 

A  lovely  young  woman  appeared  in  the  win¬ 
dow,  and  leaned  toward  the  children.  I  could 
not  hear  what  she  said  to  them  but  clearly  it 
was  a  quiet  lecture  on  the  disturbance  their 
game  created. 

At  last  the  woman,  still  in  the  second  floor  win¬ 
dow,  cautiously  waited  for  a  car  to  pass,  leaned 
forward  slightly  and  bounced  the  ball  to  girl 
and  boy.  They  caught  the  ball  and  threw  it 
directly  to  the  woman  in  the  window,  without 
hitting  the  side  of  the  house.  Again,  the 
woman,  assured  that  there  was  no  traffic, 
bounced  the  ball,  this  time  to  the  boy.  He 
caught  it  but  was  too  small  to  throw  it  to  the 
second  floor;  to  have  it  hit  against  the  wall  was 
now  out  of  the  question.  He  turned  around  and 
threw  the  ball  backwards,  mightily  with  both 
hands.  Luckily  the  woman  caught  it  without 
tumbling  out  of  the  window. 

,The  game  continued  among  the  three  new 
friends  until  dusk  when  the  children  had  to 
return  to  their  crowded  family  apartment. 
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How  pleasant  the  exchange  between  adult  and 
children.  Patience  and  cooperation  smooth  the 
way  at  all  ages. 


Helen  von  Ammon 


YOUR  PLACE  OR  MINE  ..NEXT? 


October  1,  1981  in 

The  Telegraph  Hill  Semaphore 

Lynn  Burwell,  Editor 

THD  won  some,  lost  some  seven  years  ago. 

On  the  plus  side:  The  City  did  order  the 
removal  of  an  unauthorized  fourth  floor  on 
Filbert  when  THD  reported  it.  The  work  to 
establish  a  landmark  district  was  started,  as 
well  as  the  work  on  down  zoning.  These  have 
both  been  satisfactorily  concluded.  The  first 
potluck  picnic  started  a  new  tradition. 

Offsetting  our  pleasure  in  these  gains:  The 
Rossi  Drug  Store  received  its  eviction 
notice.The  Gerson  Bakar  building  was  started 
on  Sansome.  Plans  were  presented  for  yet 
another  luxury  condominium  in  Block  G  of 
Levi’s  Plaza.  The  proposed  110-foot  structure 
struck  terror  into  THD  hearts,  but  it  must  be 
noted  that  this  project  has  proceeded  only 
down  in  the  last  seven  years. 


(415)  391-1290 


FRANCO  P.  BRUNO 
ALBERTO  CIPOLLINA 
NORMA  GIULANI 


AT  WASHINGTON  SQUARE 
1600  STOCKTON  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO  94133 


DANCE 


ALL  NIGHT 

and 

AFTER  HOURS 
9  PM  -  6  AM 

Restaurant  •  Bar 
Dance  Club 

2  FOR  1  WEDNESDAY 

WITH  THIS  AD 

(415)  434-1308 

1011  Keamv  nr  Broadway,  San  Francisco 


BAY  &  COLUMBUS  CHEVRON  STATION 

Dick  Mary,  Proprietor 

196  Columbus  Avenue 

441-9947  Chevron 


“We  take  better 
care  of  your  car!  ” 


Tune  Up  —  Brakes  —  Road  Service 


Your  one  easy 
stop  for 
natural  foods 
in 

North  Beach 

Mon-Fri  9a-9p 
Sat  &  Sun  10a-8p 


1336  Grant  Ave. 

(between  Green  &  Vallejo) 

A J  Cl  t  U  V  U  1  Poods  38X0 


The  Historian 
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fine  Pastries  food  Espresso  Cappuccino 


Oakwood  Roasted  Coffees 
348  Columbus  ave. 

San  Francisco.  CA  94 1 33  (41  5)  397-0435 


Ml  WE 

19  Maiden  Lane.  San  Francisco.  CA  9*  108 

A  San  Francisco  tradition  located  in 
fashionable  Maiden  Lane  off  Union 
Square,  featuring  Northern  Italian 
cuisine  with  Continental  service. 

A  favorite  before  and  after 
the  theatre  for  dining  and 
cocktails  since  1955. 

Lunch  Monday- Saturday 
11:30-4:00 

Dinner  5:00-10:30  nightly 
Private  parties  accommodating 
up  to  150  people. 


For  reservations  please  call  362-8133. 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted 


1/  SUSHI  BAR  AND  JAPANESE  SEAFOOD  CUISINE 

745  Columbus  Ave.  Tel.  982-2225 

(Between  Mason  and  Filbert)  °Pen  tl!  midni9ht 
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Exceptions  to  the  Height  Limit 

There  are  numerous  exceptions  to  the  forty- 
foot  height  limit  on  Telegraph  Hill.  A  commit¬ 
tee  appointed  by  the  Board  has  drafted  recom¬ 
mendations  which  were  discussed  and 
modified  by  the  Executive  Committee  and  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  full  Board  that  would  help  to 
minimize  blocking  of  views,  light  and  air 
without  interfering  with  the  full  use  of  roof¬ 
tops  for  outdoor  living.  They  are  as  follows: 

1)  “Parapets,  railings,  skylights,  dormer  win¬ 
dows,  play  equipment,  mechanical  equip¬ 
ment,  shall  have  a  maximum  height  of  4  feet 
above  40  ft.  roof.” 

Mechanical  and  play  equipment  are  present¬ 
ly  allowed  to  be  ten  feet  over  the  forty  foot 
limit. 

2)  “Plant  materials  shall  not  form  a  barrier 
which  blocks  views.’  ’ 

There  is  presently  no  restriction  on  plant 
materials. 

3)  “Stair  penthouses  shall  have  a  maximum 
area  of  100  square  feet  and  a  maximum 
height  of  8  ft.  above  40  ft.  roof.” 

Stair  penthouses  are  presently  allowed  to  be 
ten  feet  over  the  forty -foot  limit.  Tbgether 
with  mechanical  penthouses  they  may  cover 
20  percent  of  the  roof  area  when  roofed,  and 
up  to  30  percent  when  portions  are 
unroofed. 

4)  “Windscreens  shall  have  a  maximum  height 
of  7  ft.  above  40  ft.  roof.  Screening  shall  be 
clear  glass  or  flat  plastic  only.  Minimal  sup¬ 
porting  members  of  maximum  cross-section 
of  14  square  inches  shall  be  spaced  a 
minimum  of  3  ft.  on  center.  No  horizontal 
covering  or  screening  allowed.” 

Windscreens  are  presently  allowed  to  be  ten 
feet  over  40  ft.  roof,  and  constructed  of  any 
approved  materials  (i.e.  solid  wood  or  stuc¬ 
co  walls).  This  restriction  would  allow  a 
three-foot  glass  wall  over  a  four-foot  high 


solid  one. 


5)  “The  highest  point  of  a  pitched  or  stepped 
roof  or  similarly  sculptured  roof  form  shall  be 
44  ft.” 

Presently  the  mid  point  of  a  pitched  roof  can 
be  40  ft.  Ridges  50  ft.  above  the  street  can  easily 
be  achieved. 

We  have  requested  the  Planning  Commission 
to  include  these  restrictions  in  the  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Conservation  Interim  Controls  which  will 
be  in  effect  while  the  Planning  Department 
revises  zoning  controls.  If  they  cannot  be  in¬ 
cluded  with  the  Interim  Controls,  Supervisor 
Maher  will  include  them  in  a  Special  Use 
District  request  that  addresses  rear  yard  open 
space. 

Herb  Kosovitz 


RESTAURANT 

347Geary  Street  San  Francisco.  CA  94102 

San  Francisco  Traditional  Italian 
style  cuisine  with  exhibition 
cooking,  located  in  the  heart  of 
Union  Square  adjacent  to  the 
theatre  district 

Open  for  breakfast,  lunch,  dinner, 
and  cocktails  daily  from 
7:00  am  to  1:00  am 


For  reservations  please  call  989*6733. 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted. 
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Maggie  Baylis  Proclamation 

Proclamation  by  the  Telegraph  Hill  Board  of 
Directors 

For  the  past  half  century  Telegraph  Hill  has 
been  a  better  place  because  Maggie  Baylis  has 
lived  here.  Her  contributions  include  the 
designing  of  mini-parks  and  the  planting  of 
trees  at  Washington  Square  Park  and 
elsewhere.  Her  love  of  plants  and  flowers  is  best 
reflected  in  her  own  beautiful  garden  nestled 
in  the  earthquake  ruins  of  the  original  St.  Peter 
and  Paul  Church.  A  gifted  author  and  il¬ 
lustrator,  Maggie  has  brought  pride  to  her 
neighborhood.  Golden  Gate  Park  has  benefi¬ 
ted  from  her  service  as  an  arboretum 
volunteer.  Her  friends  describe  her  as  loving, 
giving,  thoughtful,  willing,  supportive,  en¬ 
couraging,  modest,  humorous,  loyal  and 
positive. 

Now,  therefore,  do  we  hereby  proclaim  11 
September  1988  as  Maggie  Baylis  Recognition 
Day.  We  call  upon  all  Tblegraph  Hill  Dwellers 
to  recognize  this  very  special  day  in  the  spirit 
in  which  she  has  enriched  our  lives  and 
environment. 

In  witness  where  of,  we  have  hereunto  set  our 
hands  this  eleventh  day  of  September,  in  the 
year  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty -eight. 

Keeping  Up  With  Maggie 

At  76  Maggie  Baylis  changes  her  own  faucet 
washers,  makes  a  mean  souffle,  stays  up  until 
3:00  am  with  a  project  because  in  her  excite¬ 
ment  she  forgets  about  sleep,  works  with  the 
elderly,  and  brims  over  with  ideas  for  future 
writing  and  illustration  plans.  In  her  spare  time 
Maggie  is  also  preparing  to  move  to  Sonoma. 
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Maggie  is  looking  forward  to  the  challenge.  She 
points  out  the  Chinese  character  for  crisis  can 
be  read  as  either  danger  or  opportunity. 
Already  she  is  chalking  up  ways  in  which  her 
move  will  allow  her  to  grow.  “It  will  force  me 
to  simplify,  to  get  my  life  in  order.  It’s  a  time 
to  clean  out  all  the  crap.” 

The  cleaning  out  process  involves  selling  the 
Gerke  Alley  home  in  which  she  has  lived  for 
38  years.  A  light,  airy  concoction  of  plants  and 
Maggie-designer  furniture,  the  house  was 
fashioned  over  the  years  by  Maggie  and  her 
landscape-architect  husband,  who  died  in 
1971.  “We  were  playful,’’  she  recalls  of  their 
home-developing  ideas. 

They  were  also  without  much  money.  Maggie 
points  out  chairs  from  a  restaurant  that  cost 
$  1 . 98  ( “  we  spent  a  fortune  caning  them ,  mind 
you’  ’)  and  drawers  from  a  cigar  store  that  cost 
fifty  cents  each.  Her  jewelry  box  is  a  printer’s 
type  drawer.  Other  treasures  include  a  work¬ 
ing  Franklin  stove,  a  tall  chair  used  on  the 
beaches  of  Europe,  and  a  winding  red  staircase 
in  the  center  of  the  house.  In  addition,  such 
historical  treasures  as  part  of  the  foundation 
of  the  original  St.  Peter  &  Paul  Church  and  an 
earthquake-era  fig  tree  are  part  of  her 
property. 

Before  buying  the  Gerke  home  Maggie  lived  at 
25  Alta  and  1232  Montgomery.  She  remembers 
a  different  Telegraph  Hill.  “We  didn’t  lock  our 
doors.  My  rent  was  $25  for  two  bedrooms, 
fireplace,  and  deck.  The  landlord  raised  it  to 
$26.50  and  put  in  a  refrigerator.’’ 

But  the  young  septuagenarian  has  kept  up  with 
changes  on  the  Hill.  She  has  been  active  in  THD 
over  the  years,  ever  ready  to  contribute  a 
sketch  for  the  Semaphore  or  an  idea  to  make 
the  Hill  more  livable.  Most  recently  when  the 
Board  was  puzzling  over  the  tree  problem  of 
the  North  Point  Shopping  Center,  Maggie  — 
unasked— donated  a  plan  and  design  that 


pleased  both  developer  and  Board.  The  Board 
adopted  her  plan  as  its  own  position.  She  has 
also  been  active  in  the  Cookbook  Committee. 
As  author  of  a  book  which  sold  half  a  million 
copies,  her  input  was  invaluable. 

Tb  show  its  affection  and  thanks,  the  Dwellers 
dedicated  its  1988  picnic  to  Maggie.  The  gather¬ 
ing  was  held  on  a  warm  day  under  a  wide  sky 
that  spoke  of  life’s  limitlessness.  Maggie  Baylis 
is  proof  that  such  promises  need  not  be  only 
dreamed,  but  can  be  actualized  with  humor, 
grace,  and  love. 

Letter  from  Maggie: 

Dear  Rod  and  generous  friends: 

I  am  still  walking  two  feet  above  the  ground 
after  that  lovely  Sunday-in-theFark  at  Coit 
Tower!  What  a  rich  offering  of  affection. 

Any  ordinary  thanks  would  be  inadequate , 
but  you  must  know  I’m  most  grateful  and  per¬ 
manently  in  your  debt  for  a  most  wonderful 
moment. 

I  shall  love  you  all  in  Sonoma  as  I  have  on 
Gerke  Alley:  With  all  my  heart. 

Maggie  Baylis 

Wedding  Bells  on  the  Hill 

Former  THD  president  Anne  Halsted  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Wells  Whitney  on  September  24.  Con¬ 
gratulations  to  the  lucky  groom.  When  will  the 
two  be  slipping  away  to  a  blissful  few  weeks 
of  honeymooning  in  Italy? 

Preferential  Parking 

New  information  about  preferential  parking  is 
that  although  ticketing  is  lighter  after  4:00  pm, 
tickets  are  still  given.  Best  advise  is  to  park 
legally. 


Board  of  Directors’  Report 

Motions  Passed 

June 

lb  oppose  all  conditional  use  requests  until  a 
significant  number  of  currently  vacant  spaces 
(formerly  restaurants)  have  been  absorbed. 

lb  oppose  a  variance  at  548  Lombard. 

July 

lb  support  retention  of  the  firehouse  at  Powell 
and  Broadway. 

August 

To  ask  for  a  “sunshine  review’’  of  the 
Columbus-Lombard-Mason  Triangle  building 
proposal  as  well  as  a  review  of  the  project’s 
compliance  with  Prop  M. 

lb  approve  guidelines  for  roof  structures  as  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  Executive  Committee.  (See  Herb 
Kosovitz’  article.) 

Motions  Denied 

None 

Membership  Secretary  Report 

There  are  68  new  members  this  fiscal  year.  Fif¬ 
teen  people  joined  at  the  Grant  Avenue  Street 
Fair  this  year;  2  people  renewed  membership. 

Renewal  notices  were  sent  on  August  1.  Please 
send  dues  in  immediately  if  you  have  not 
renewed  membership.  If  you  do  not  renew 
membership,  you  will  be  dropped  from  our 
membership  list.  Dues  are  $12.00  (single), 
$12.00  (double). 

Claire  DeMartini 
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Business  News  &  Changes 

The  close  of  summer  has  brought  the  North 
Beach  business  community  a  few  sizzling 
changes  even  if  our  traditional  weather  didn’t. 
Pasticci,  the  Italian  cafe/restaurant  at  561 
Broadway  was  sold  to  next  door  neighbor,  II 
Pollaio’s  owner,  Jose  Castellucci.  For  the  mo¬ 
ment,  plans  include  operating  the  same  format 
with  a  gradual  changeover  to  an  establishment 
to  be  known  as  Castellucci.  The  tiny  florist 
tucked  into  th^same  commercial  space  ap¬ 
propriately  call  II  Fiore  Flowers  will  remain. 
Theresa  Flores  (whose  name,  of  course,  means 
flowers  in  Spanish)  named  her  shop  II  Fiore, 
which  is  Italian  for  flowers.  Seems  like  she  has 
all  the  bases  covered.  Theresa  is  a  lovely,  warm 
flowery  kind  of  woman  who  sells  a  fine  selec¬ 
tion  of  fleurs  (just  checking  on  your  French) 
and  whose  little  shop  of  beauties  adds  im¬ 
mensely  to  the  ambience  of  the  street. 

One  of  the  biggest  culinary  hits  in  North  Beach 
at  the  moment  is  the  delightful  new  Gira  Polli 
at  659  Union.  The  tiny  storefront  was  con¬ 
verted  by  North  Beach  architect  James  Gillam 
into  an  architectural  gem,  maximizing  the  use 
of  the  space  with  cheerful,  simple  elegance  and 
warm  contemporary  Italian  feeling. 

Right  next  door  is  the  also  new  Jumbucks, 
another  rotisserie  enterprise  featuring  lamb  in¬ 
stead  of  chicken,  cooked  in  a  Greek  style 
prepared  in  a  manner  favored  by  the  large 
Greek  immigrant  population  of  Australia, 
hence  the  Australian  flag  flying  on  the 
restaurant’s  facade. 

Amelio’s Restaurant,  Chef  Jacky  Robert’s  and 
Chris  Shearman’s  elegant  French  enclave  at 
1630  Powell,  recently  served  a  banquet  dinner 
for  18  in  honor  of  90-year-old  North  Beacher, 
Sal  Reina,  who  operated  the  Venice  Pharmacy 
on  Columbus  for  50  years.  Sal  is  one  of  the 
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South  End  Rowing  Club  members  who  still 
swims  in  the  bay  frequently  and  rows  from  the 
club  to  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  every  weekend. 
By  the  way,  how  many  of  you  realize  that  the 
handsome  and  charming  Chef  Robert  former¬ 
ly  created  culinary  delight  at  Maxim’s  in  Paris? 
And  for  those  of  you  who  occasionally  com¬ 
mute  to  Boston,  Chef  Robert  ’s  uncle  owns  and 
operate  Maison  Robert  there,  where  Chef 
Robert  also  did  a  stint  when  he  first  came  to 
this  country. 

During  the  summer,  several  of  our 
neighborhood  restaurants  had  promotional 
parties  for  one  reason  or  another,  and  many 
neighborhood  people  were  invited.  Ristorante 
Firenze,  1429  Stockton,  celebrated  its  expan¬ 
sion  and  acqui^jiion  of  a  liquor  license;  II 
Padrino  (which  means  “the  Godfather’  ’  by  the 
way)  celebrated  its  opening  at  633  Green  as  did 
Northern  Nights  at  256  Columbus. 

yr  Several  of  our  local  food  establishments  did 
well  by  the  reviewers,  including  Susie  Kate's, 
Amelio’s,  Mario’s  Bohemian  Cigar  Store,  Mo’s, 
Cafe  Jacqueline,  Gira  Polli,  and  Route  66.  In 
addition,  two  of  our  local  wine  stores,  Coit  Li¬ 
quors  and  Singer  &  Fog  were  rated  high  for 
their  selections  and  knowledge.  And  Mamma 
Mia  on  Broadway  won  the  “SF  Progress’  ’  piz¬ 
za  contest. 

The  North  Beach  Palateers  (phone  673-3228  if 
you  want  to  join  this  group  of  amiable  diners 
—  no  charge)  conducted  a  survey  of  the  20  or 
so  restaurants  it  has  sampled  since  February 
of  1987,  and  Ristorante  Firenze  came  out  the 
winner.  Consequently,  the  group  returned 
there  taking  full  advantage  of  the  restaurant’s 
new  banquet  space,  “Sala  Medici 

The  North  Beach  Fair  unfolded  in  June  and  two 
teams  of  food  critics  judged  local  restaurants, 
cafes  and  bakeries.  The  winners  were  Italian 
French  Baking  Co.  for  bread,  Mario’s  Bohe¬ 
mian  Cigar  Store  for  cappuccino,  Adolph’s  for 


gelato,  Ristorante  Firenze  for  pasta  and  gnoc- 
chi,  Viva  Pizza  for  pizza  and  calzone,  Stella 
Pastry  and  Pasticceria  Dianda  for  cakes. 

Other  new  businesses  include  Cafe  Greco,  a 
handsome  European  style  coffee  house  on  Col¬ 
umbus,  Columbus  Produce  at  900  Columbus, 
Liquor  Connection,  a  fine  wine/deli  store  at  801 
Columbus;  and  of  course,  we  mustn’t  forget  our 
spectacular  Safeway,  now  located  at  the  North 
Point  Centre. 

The  1988  edition  of  the  Guide  to  North  Beach 
&  Broadway  is  now  available  and  if  you  want 
copies,  please  phone  673-3228. 


It  should  be  pointed  out  that  dozens  and  dozens 
of  our  local  merchants  have  continued  to  be 
generous  and  supportive  of  neighborhood 
enterprises,  generously  aiding  us  by  donating 
raffle  prizes  and  special  discounts  for  such 
events  as  the  new  Michelangelo  Park  fund¬ 
raiser,  the  THD  picnic  and  the  city-sponsored 
Fleet  Week,  amongst  others.  So  remember,  sup¬ 
port  your  local  businesses,  make  them  your  first 
choice,  as  they  are  doing  a  stellar  job  suppor¬ 
ting  us. 

Marsha  Garland 
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The 

Italian 

Dining 

Experience 

in 

San  Francisco 


Valet  Parking  Banquets  up  to  200 
1512  Stockton  Street  (415)392-1700 


FRESH ! 

Homemade  Pasta  & 
Fish  from  the 
Pacific 


Serving  continuously  from  11:30  to  1:45am  Grant  and  Vallejo  Streets  (415)  434-2248 


17 


GrubbcEllis 

Grubb  &  Ellis.  Company 

Michael  L.  Steingraber  Residential  Properties 

Senior  Marketing  Consultant  Division 

1823  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 
(415)  922-7100 
Residence  (415)  391-8089 


"Dea  /Hfcea 

Specializing  in  French  Basque  Dinners 
and  Mixed  Drinks 

PHONE  391-4249  732  BROADWAY 


Crime  Committee  News 

Total  crime  is  up  8.7%  from  May-August  and 
major  crime  is  up  over  26%  almost  across  the 
board.  Police  spokesman  reports  some  of  the 
increase,  especially  auto  theft  and  break-ins, 
is  due  to  the  increase  in  tourism  in  the  area 
this  spring  and  summer. 

The  Crime  Committee  met  in  June  to  discuss 
problems  on  the  Hill.  Current  members:  June 
Fraps,  Susan  Calender,  Lynn  Clark,  Miriam 
Dobkin,  Audrey  Eatmon,  Tom  Field,  Jane 
Fiedler,  Helen  Gaffney,  Nancy  Blum  Griffin, 
Jackie  Heronimus,  Pat  Lorentzen,  Bernie 
Meyerson,  Susan  Miles,  Janeen  Murphy,  Mary 
O’Gara,  Daranne  Schott,  Mary  Shiff  and  Lori 
Viti. 

If  you  are  interested  in  becoming  a  member 
of  the  Crime  Committee,  or  if  you  have  any 
problems  or  questions  relating  to  crime  in  our 
area,  please  call  Kitty  Donnelly  at  986-0472. 

Catherine  Donnelly 


^  WELLS  FARGO 

w 

Ronald  J.  Derenzi 

Vice  President  and  Manager 

Columbus  Avenue  Office 
24-Hour  Banking  Service 
Plus  Personal  Banking  Officers 


Wells  Fargo  Express  Stop 
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CRIME  STATISTICS,  TELEGRAPH  HILL 

1988  vs.  1987 

May  -  August 


Type 

1987 

1988 

Change 

Homicide 

0 

0 

Rape 

3 

5 

Robbery 

14 

15 

Assault 

29 

39 

Burglary 

36 

52 

Theft 

139 

164 

Auto  Theft 

36 

49 

Other 

246 

223 

TOTAL 

503 

547 

8.7% 

TOTAL  MAJOR* 

257 

324 

26.1% 

*  Homicide,  Rape,  Robbery’,  Assault,  Burglary’,  Grand  Petty 

Theft,  Auto  Theft,  Purse  Snatch 


Michael  J.  Fox  Will  Not  Come  Home 


Michael  J.  Fox  has  found  a  foxy  friend. 
Together  they  are  learning  to  catch  mice  in 
preparation  for  making  it  on  their  own. 

Michael  J.  is  the  fox  pup  rescued  on  Tblegraph 
Hill  during  the  summer  and  sent  to  the  Wildlife 
Center  in  Marin  to  learn  survival  skills  before 
being  released. 

The  center  plans  to  set  Michael  J.  free  in  about 
a  month  after  his  mice-catching  skills  have  im¬ 
proved  enough  to  ensure  he  can  live  without 
human  help. 

Alas,  he  will  not  be  sent  back  to  his  Tfelegraph 
Hill  birthplace.  “He’s  become  too  used  to  peo¬ 
ple,’’  says  a  Center  spokeswoman.  “We’re  go¬ 
ing  to  release  him  in  a  place  in  the  wild  so  he 
has  no  opportunity  to  mooch  off  of  people.’’ 

Still,  if  by  some  chance  Michael  J.  returns  to 
the  Hill,  the  Semaphore  has  learned  the  nor¬ 
mally  cautious  Board  will  support  any 
variance,  however  extreme,  to  guarantee  him 
a  blissful  existence. 


Police  Community  Relations 
Meeting  for  Seniors  Slated  for 
October  20 

The  first  Police  Community  Relations  meeting 
specifically  for  seniors  will  be  held  October  20 
at  10:30  a. m.  at  Central  Station,  766  Vallejo. 
The  speaker  will  be  Don  Biggs  of  S.A.F.E., 
discussing  safety  on  the  streets  and  at  home 
during  the  holiday  season. 

The  same  topic  will  be  discussed  at  the  regular 
evening  Community  Relations  meeting  at  Cen¬ 
tral  Station,  November  20,  7:30  p.m. 


CITY 

LIGHTS 

BOOKS 

A  Literary 
Meetingplace 
Since  1953 

Y 

261  Columbus  five. 
Son  Francisco  94133 
(415)  362-8193 

Cverydoy  lO-midnkjht 


NEIGHBORHOOD  SBORTS  BAR 
GIANT  SCREEN  T.V. 

BOO  L.  TABLES 

4  y  2  I  !l  <  (  )  A  I  )  W  A  Y  NEAR  KEARNY 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 

Editor: 

While  induldging  some  of  my  favorite 
reading  the  other  day  —  the  latest  issue  of  the 
Semaphore  —  I  was  fascinated  to  see  (p.  22) 
the  item  on  the  THD  decal. 

Use  of  the  picturesque  little  decal  was  the 
hopeful  invention  of  the  late  Dennis  Flynn , 
my  predecessor  when  I  became  president  of 
THD  (1962-64). 

It  was  worth  a  try,  he  figured.  It  might  ease 
the  parking  crunch  a  little  if  it  impressed  the 
cops.  And  at  a  sticky  dollar  each,  it  might  fat¬ 
ten  the  treasury  a  bit. 

But  the  trial  didn't  last  long,  just  a  few 
months,  as  June  Osterberg  points  out.  The 
cops,  alas,  were  unimpressed.  So  the  decal  ex¬ 
periment  amounted  to  a  prayerful  forerun¬ 
ner  to  the  much  more  organized  preferential 
parking  scheme. 

I  had  forgotten  all  about  Dennis'  decals, 
although  I  stayed  a  THD  officer  or  board 
member  through  the  1970s  before  defecting  to 
parking  heaven  (relatively  speaking)  on  Twin 
Peaks'  Clarendon  Avenue. 

Parking  or  no  parking,  however,  the  one  curse 
of  the  Twin  Peaks  area  (while  actually  near 
the  geographical  center  of  SF)  is  that  it  is  so 
distantfrom  the  enchantment  of  The  Hill  and 
North  Beach .  .  . 

That 's  why  I've  remained  a  faithful,  paid-up 
member  of  THD.  .  .even  while  serving  as 
president,  vice-president  etc  of  the  Twin  Peaks 
Improvement  Association. 

Bemie  Bour 


Editor: 

Over  the  past  15  years,  we  have  watched  traf¬ 
fic  going  to  Coit  Tower  grow  tenfold.  Tourists 
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who  don't  know  what  they  are  getting  into  get 
frustrated  halfway  up  the  hill.  Residents  can't 
get  to  their  houses  and  worse,  ambulances  and 
fire  trucks  could  have  difficulties  in  times  of 
emergencies,  resulting  in  loss  of  life. 

The  problem  is  representative  of  the  crip¬ 
pling  increase  in  urban  traffic  as  we  enter  the 
21st  century. 

The  solution:  1)  Banning  tourists'  cars  on 
Telegraph  Hill  Boulevard  to  the  Tower  as  a  test 
for  one  year  with  the  thought  of  doing  so  in 
other  tourist  areas,  2)  Routing  tourists  to 
designated  parking  areas  including  empty 
piers  on  weekends,  3)  Coordinating  with  taxi 
service,  4)  Getting  Muni  to  purchase  vans  like 
San  Mateo  does  or  at  least  contract  with  a 
private  transportation  company  in  lieu  of  us¬ 
ing  the  almost  always  empty  unwieldly  buses. 

The  Results:  A  less  congested  area  and  more 
tourists  being  able  to  use  the  Tower  and  add 
to  revenue,  greater  safety.  Let 's  debate  this 
issue  and  bring  it  up  as  a  THD  body  to  the 
Supes. 

Peter  L.  Dwares 


Mission  Bay  EIR  Released 

SAN  FRANCISCO  -  The  Mission  Bay  En¬ 
vironmental  Impact  Report  (EIR),  the  largest 
most  comprehensive  and  possibly  most  impor¬ 
tant  City  planning  document  in  recent  years, 
is  now  available  for  public  review.  The  three- 
volume,  1,700-page  report,  produced  by  En¬ 
vironmental  Sciences  Associates  on  behalf  of 
the  Department  of  City  Planning,  was  re¬ 
leased  today.  The  report  delves  into  dozens  of 
areas  of  potential  impact  involving  plans  to 
develop  nearly  300  acres  of  former  rail  yards 
and  under-utilized  industrial  property  located 
one  mile  south  of  San  Francisco’s  financial 
district. 

For  information  contact  Alec  Bash  at  Depart¬ 
ment  of  City  Planning,  558-6264. 


THD  WELCOMES  NEW  MEMBERS 


Diana  Blank 
Amy  Cooper 
Tim  Davis 
Marcia  Diehl 
Pearl  Dorrington 
Charlie  Dubiner 
Shoshanah  Dubiner 
Dan  DuPort 
Marilynn  Fikaris 


Charles  Frankel 
Diane  Frankel 
Connie  Gillmar 
Elaine  Granzella 
Rick  Granzella 
Alan  Graves 
Schyler  Horn 
Catherine  Janson 
Stephen  King 


Barbara  Lane 
Michael  Lubenov 
Kenneth  Ludlum 
Connie  McGlamery 
Mike  Madrid 
David  Neal 
Sam  Osman 
Paula  Paley 
Laura  Patterson 


Shirley  Peletz 
Meg  Reilly 
Matthew  Rothschild 
David  Runsten 
Steve  Weitz 
Melissa  Welch 
John  Wick 
Judy  Wong 
David  Yancey 


SERVING  SAN  FRANCISCO  AND  TELEGRAPH  HILL  SINCE  1937 


BANK  OF  CANTON 


OF  CALIFOANIA 


OUR  LOW  COST  CREDIT  CARDS  SAVE  YOU  MONEY! 

14%  A.P.R.* 

5  Bay  Area  branches  to  serve  you. 

NORTH  BEACH  LOCATION  HEAD  OFFICE 

1301  Stockton  Street  555  Montgomery  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133  San  Francisco,  CA  94111 

Tel:  989-4088  Member  FDIC 

Branch  Manager,  Larry  Chui  * subject  to  change 
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Enjoy  a  discriminating  dining  experience 
in  a  French  chateau 
atop  Telegraph  Mill, 
overlooking  scenic  San  Francisco  Bay., 
The  Shadows  now  features  * 
contemporary  French  cuisine, 
rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
in  an  intimate  atmosphere. 


The  Shadows  is  open  nightly  from  5- 10  P.M. 
Valet  Parking  /  Private  Parties  Welcome 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted. 

For  reservations  please  call  982-5536. 


ESTABLISHED  1932 


1349  MONTGOMERY  ST.  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA 


LC  Graphics 

Quality  Computerized  Typesetting 


■  Typesetting 

■  Design 

■  Layout 

650  Vallejo  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94133 
415/362-4562 


New  Neighbor  Welcomed 

A  new  palm  tree  (“imported”  from  Southern 
California)  has  replaced  the  50-year-old  palm 
which  formerly  graced  the  upper  section  of  the 
Grace  Marchant  Garden  (just  below  Mont¬ 
gomery,  on  Telegraph  Hill). 

Scott  King,  a  self-descnbed  ‘  ‘terrace  gardener,’  ’ 
saw  the  palm  topple  over  in  March  from  his 
apartment  on  Montgomery  Street,  and  took 
the  initiative  to  replace  the  tree.  Investigation 
revealed  that  the  City  is  responsible  for  the 
steps  on  this  City-owned  land,  but  the  gardens 
are  nurtured  by  adjoining  residents.  Confident 
in  the  generosity  of  his  neighbors,  Scott  ordered 
an  $800  palm  tree  (transported  at  a  cost  of 
$800). 

After  the  new  tree  was  transplanted  in  late 
June  Scott  threw  a  welcoming  party  on  his  ter¬ 
race.  Fifty  neighbors  attended,  contributing 
nearly  $1000.  He  continues  to  receive  contribu¬ 
tions,  but  is  still  several  hundred  dollars  short 
of  his  original  investment.  (Contributions  can 
be  sent  to  Scott  at  1360  Montgomery  Apt.  7.) 

Hydrangeas  are  doing  well  in  this  section  of  the 
garden,  and  more  flowering  trees  are  planned. 
Scott  reports  that  the  brown  palm  fronds  are 
a  consequence  of  transplanting,  and  will  soon 
be  pruned.  As  palms  grow  a  foot  a  year,  the  cur¬ 
rent  small  palm  should  equal  its  predecessor’s 
height  in  30  years. 

Linda  Wilson 

Art  Show 

North  Beach  artist  Add  Bonn  will  hold  open 
studio  October  11-14,  1-5  pm;  and  October 
15-16,  11  am-6  pm.  Her  studio  is  at  830  Green 
between  Mason  and  Tiylor. 

Classified  Ads 

Call  Alan  Koehler  for  real  estate  help  or  in¬ 
formation,  398-7750,  563-5900.  62  Darrell 
Place. 


Social  Committee 

On  June  18-19,  sixteen  members  of  THD 
staffed  our  booth  at  the  Grant  Avenue  Street 
Pair.  Chaired  by  Nancy  Welsch,  with  a  big  assist 
from  Rod  Freebairn-Smith,  this  annual  event 
brought  many  new  members  to  our 
organization. 

On  July  17,  the  hottest  day  of  the  year,  Hill 
Dwellers  left  the  heat  of  the  hill  to  seek  cool 
at  Senor  Pepe’s  on  Broadway  where  our  new 
members  cocktail  party  was  held.  Margaritas 
and  Mexican  hors  d’oeuvres  were  a  winning 
combination  at  this  event  chaired  by  Virginia 
Sletteland. 

On  July  29,  a  group  of  Hill  Dwellers  enjoyed 
an  Evening  at  the  Pops  with  Pearl  Bailey. 

Nostalgia  directed  us  to  have  our  August  22  din¬ 
ner  meeting  at  Enrico’s  on  Broadway.  Linda 
Wilson  organized  the  event  .On  September  11, 
we  had  the  privilege  of  honoring  Maggie  Baylis 
at  our  annual  picnic  at  Coit  Tbwer.  Calligrapher 
Ward  Dunham  designed  the  proclamation  from 
the  Board  of  Directors  which  praised  her  many 
contributions  toward  the  betterment  and 
beautification  of  our  neighborhood.  Her  many 
friends  were  especially  pleased  to  participate 
in  Maggie  Baylis  Recognition  Day.  Special 
thanks  to  Peter  Hadiaris  and  the  Barricade 
Brigade  for  keeping  non-residentia  traffic 
away  from  the  Coit  Ibwer  parking  area  during 
the  picnic. 

Carole  Wagner  not  only  organized  our  games 
and  races,  but  also  arranged  the  raffle  display 
table.  She  and  Daranne  Schott  coordinated  the 
solicitation  of  raffle  prizes.  The  emcee  was 
Peter  delyees)  Beverage  dispensers  were  David 
Jones  and  Frieda  Weiner. 

Others  who  contributed  include  Tfeddy  Adams, 
Virginia  Sletteland,  Margaret  Sletteland, 
Arlene  Smith,  Melissa  Welch,  Linda  Hat,  Con¬ 
nie  McGlamery,  Pat  Lorentzen,  Jim  Miller,  Rod 
Freebairn-Smith,  Jeanne  Milligan,  Michelle 
Liapes,  and  Maria  Pimentel. 


DONNA 

EAST  /  WEST 
“clothes  for  the  contemporary  woman” 

1424  GRANT  AVE  S  F  CA  94133  397-4447 


COLUMBUS  ft-VH  MARIN 

SAVINGS  UjJ  SAVINGS 


G.  Baldocchi 

Assistant  Vice  President 
Branch  Manager 


“We  Serve  People  with  People” 


480  Columbus  Ave.,  San  Francisco  94133 
415/433-61 10 
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OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


1800  Mason  at  Union  St. ,  San  Francisco,  CA  94133  (415)982-5728 
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Semaphore  Staff 


Washington  Square  ,  - 

Bar^Grill. 

rSv 

\s 

Washington 
Square 
^  Park 

Open  daily  for  Lunch  &  Dinner 

■ 

1707  Powell  St.  982-8123 

Union 

I  N 

American  Country  Cooking 


Telephone:  776-KATE 


FISHERMAN’S  WHARF 


1  1  v 

BEACH  ST 

SOUAftE  \ 

a  batst 

V 

L  2330  WUDR  ST 
V  SAN  FRANCISCO 

BRGAOWAJT  m 

Grant  Antiques 

We  Buy- 

-Sell-Trade 

1415  Grant  Avenue 

Dennis  Willis-Mickey  Beck 

425  Stockton  Street 

Open  Afternoons  &  Evenings 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133 

(415)  956-2191 

Editor 

Cheryl  Bentley 


Business  Manager 

Eric  Johnson 

Advertising  Coordinator 
Pam  Flick 

Ad  Staff 

Tferry  Achelis 
Rozell  Overmire 
Sandra  Thirtyacres 


Typesetting 

LC  Graphics 


Contributors 


Kathleen  Cannon 
John  D.  Dolan 
Kitty  Donnelly 
Rod  Freebairn-Smith 
Marsha  Garland 
Paul  Gottlober 
Margaret  Gwathmey 


Sheryl  Hamlin 
Deborah  Holley 
Bob  Katz 
Herb  Kosovitz 
Bob  Merrill 
Jim  Miller 
June  Osterberg 


Rhoda  Robinson 


Social  Committee  Report  (continued) 

Tentative  dates  and  events  to  be  note  on  your 
calendars  are: 

an  election  event 
general  membership 

dinner  meeting 

Sunday,  December  11  —  Christmas  Party 

We  hope  to  have  a  guest  speaker  at  our 
November  11  dinner  meeting.  For  those 
members  who  are  unable  to  be  present  at  our 
dinners,  we  wish  to  remind  you  that  you  are 
always  welcome  to  attend  the  after-dinner 
programs. 

Finally,  the  social  committee  is  already  conduc¬ 
ting  a  search  for  a  musician  to  play  at  next 
year’s  picnic.  If  you  know  of  a  singer-guitarist 
who  might  suit  our  needs,  please  call  me  at 
781-4201  or  445-5547. 
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Gerry  Crowley 


Marsha  Garland:  Community 
Activist 

Community  activist  Marsha  Garland  was  born 
in  Romford,  Essex,  England,  a  country  market 
town  just  12  miles  northeast  of  London.  Her 
father,  Jim  Cowen,  an  officer  in  the  Royal  Air 
Force,  was  killed  in  combat  towards  the  end 
of  World  War  II.  After  the  war,  her  mother, 
Frances,  married  Jim’s  older  brother.  When 
Marsha  was  9,  the  Cowen  family,  along  with 
her  half-sister  Sandra,  grandmother  and  an 
aunt  emigrated  to  California,  where  they  set¬ 
tled  in  Santa  Barbara. 

Marsha  was  an  honors  student  in  Santa  Bar¬ 
bara  High  School,  excelling  in  music  and 
English.  An  accomplished  dancer,  pianist  and 
string  bassist,  she  became  first  chair  string  bass 
in  the  Santa  Barbara  All  City  Symphony.  Her 
creative  skills  won  her  awards  and  eventually, 
as  an  adult,  found  her  poetry  published  in  small 
press  and  her  articles  in  various  newspapers. 

When  asked  if  she  was  politically  motivated  by 
her  parents,  Marsha  said,  “Not  particularly,  ex¬ 
cept  that  I  was  often  angry  because  my  parents 
were  of  a  generation  that  never  challenged 
authority.’  ’  However,  Marsha  was  very  active 
in  Santa  Barbara’s  Trinity  Episcopal  Church 
and  found  herself  in  what  was  to  become  a 
familiar  role,  president  of  a  teen  gr  up  and 
president  of  the  Girls  Choir,  where  t ,  ,e  >ften 
sang  solos. 

At  age  19  she  boarded  Southern  Pacific’s 
“Daylight’’  and  ran  away  to  San  Francisco,  a 
city  she  had  visited  briefly  at  age  15.  “I  real¬ 
ized  very  quickly  that  I  had  to  live  here  one 
day.  It  was  a  fatal  attraction,  to  say  the  least,’  ’ 
she  recalls. 

Still  homesick  for  England,  however,  she  soon 
took  off  for  an  18-month  stint  of  living  there 
as  an  adult  “only  to  learn  all  over  again  the 
economic  and  social  reasons  my  parents  had 
first  chosen  to  emigrate.’  ’  Once  back  in  Califor¬ 
nia,  she  studied  with  a  voice  coach  and  set  out 


•  ROSSI’S  • 

SUPER  MARKET 

Groceries  &  Produce 
Gourmet  Foods 
Free  Delivery 

627  Vallejo  St.  &  Columbus 
986-1068 


Restaurant  a  Antipasti  Bar 


Everyday  noon  till  midnight 
Full  bar  until  two  a.m. 


Corner  of  Union  a  Powell 


Telephone  434-2900 

FREE  PARKING 
(JUST  KIDDING) 
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to  accomplish  a  dream  she’d  had  since  the  age  of 
3,  which  was  to  sing  professionally.  ‘I’m  a  mezzo 
soprano  and  my  forte  is  standard  popular  and  jazz. 
I  spent  three  years  in  the  ’70s  singing  professional¬ 
ly.’  ’  Her  singing  career  was  cut  short  by  illness  and 
hard  times  that  found  her  living  in  a  warehouse 
without  heat  and  hot  water  and  facing  surgery. 
In  order  to  survive,  Marsha  turned  to  legal 
secretarial  work  and  law  office  management. 

Some  years  prior  to  her  foray  into  nightclubs,  Mar¬ 
sha  was  engaged  to  a  Turkish  Cypriot  engineer. 
Her  romance  led  her  to  Turkey,  where  she  lived 
for  a  year  in  the  capital  of  Ankara.  Her  fiancee’s 
brother,  Rauf  Denktash,  is  now  the  president  of 
the  Turkish  Republic  of  Cyprus,  and  it  was  ‘  ‘most 
likely  my  involvement  with  the  Denktash  fami¬ 
ly,  living  in  exile  with  them  in  Turkey,  facing  rifles 
and  bayonets,  getting  caught  up  in  extremely 
dangerous  situations,  being  accused  of  spying  for 
the  British  government,  that  whetted  my  ap¬ 
petite  for  politics,’  ’  comments  Marsha.  ‘  ‘Funnily 
enough,  as  a  very  young  child,  I  had  had  a  pas¬ 
sion  for  four  parts  of  the  world  —  the  Middle  East, 
California,  Italy  and  Africa.  Despite  the  struggle 
of  living  there,  I  came  to  love  Turkey.  I’ve  been 
to  Italy  more  frequently  than  any  other  country; 
I  emigrated  to  California  where  I  lived  in  what 
historically  has  been  an  Italian  community  and, 
even  though  I’ve  been  to  North  Africa  and  had 
relatives  in  South  Africa,  I  feel  my  destiny  for  that 
continent  has  yet  to  be  fulfilled.” 

In  1980,  Marsha  became  the  founding  president 
of  North  Beach  Neighbors.  Amongst  other  pro¬ 
jects,  she  was  extremely  instrumental  in  the  anti¬ 
billboard  fight  and  establishing  a  community 
garden  on  Greenwich  Street.  Her  love  of  gardens 
and  open  space  led  to  a  key  role  in  the  successful 
effort  to  save  the  Grace  Marchant  Garden  in  1986. 
In  1984,  the  SFPD  asked  Marsha  to  head  up  Police 
Community  Relations  which  she  did  successful¬ 
ly  for  3  years.  And  then  in  1986,  she  established 
the  North  Beach  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Under 


the  auspices  of  the  NBCC,  Marsha  has  organized 
(amongst  many  other  projects)  neighborhood 
“Discovery  Walks’’  and  the  “North  Beach 
Palateers,”  a  group  (open  to  anyone)  of  diners, 
which  tries  a  different  North  Beach  restaurant 
every  3  weeks. 

While  she  was  involved  with  Police  Community 
Relations  and  beginning  to  establish  the  North 
Beach  Chamber  of  Commerce,  one  of  the  local 
merchants  said  they  needed  a  publicist.  “When 
I  said  ‘That’s  a  good  idea.  Who?’  the  merchant 
pointed  at  me  and  said  ‘you,’  ”  Marsha  relates. 
“Long  wanting  a  career  change,  I  thought  over 
the  challenge  carefully  and  realized  that  my  com¬ 
munity  involvement,  the  Grace  Marchant  Garden 
Project,  my  efforts  on  behalf  of  Broadway,  North 
Beach,  and  the  police  department,  my  instigation 
of  inumerable  events,  all  had  developed  dormant 
skills,  so  I  started  my  own  public  relations  business 
two  years  ago.  I  love  it.” 

An  avid  art  collector  who  once  dealt  fine  art,  Mar¬ 
sha’s  collection  reflects  her  Scottish,  German, 
Italian  and  English  ancestry.  Marsha  lives  in  a 
garden  apartment  on  Lombard  at  the  foot  of  Rus¬ 
sian  Hill.  “I  chose  never  to  have  children,  mar¬ 
ried  late  and  am  now  getting  divorced,”  she 
remarks  about  her  personal  life.  ‘  ‘I  love  to  drive, 
would  even  love  to  race,  but  refuse  to  own  a  car 
in  North  Beach,  never  touch  caffeine,  am  not 
religious,  believe  in  fate  and  am  an  incurable 
romantic.” 

Marsha’s  role  as  a  North  Beach  advocate  is  a  need¬ 
ed  and  dynamic  part  of  our  community.  Marsha 
is  aware  that  culture  and  socially  responsible  peo¬ 
ple  and  businesses  help  make  any  community  a 
thriving  and  livable  place.  Tfenacious  and  quiet- 
spoken  (and  quietly  humorous),  Marsha  and 
several  neighborhood  business  owners  are  cur¬ 
rently  developing  a  North  Beach  Jazz  Festival, 
which  hopefully  will  take  place  by  next  spring. 
“I  once  heard  that  North  Beach  was  rated  one 
of  the  top  urban  neighborhoods  in  the  country. 
I  do  my  best  (hopefully)  to  keep  it  that  way.” 
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High  Living  —  Then  and  Now 

“High  Living”  was  a  cookbook  compiled  by 
the  ladies  of  the  Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood 
Association  in  1904  to  raise  money  for  their 
work,  and  it’s  the  inspiration  for  our  efforts 
to  put  together  another  Telegraph  Hill 
cookbook. 


“High  Living”  reflected  the  diverse  popula¬ 
tion  that  lived  on  the  Hill  then,  with  recipes 
for  Koele  palau,  huevos  chimbos,  artichokes 
Genoese. 


We’d  like  to  do  that  in  our  book,  too,  and  tell 
the  story  of  Telegraph  Hill  at  the  same  time. 
We  think  that  the  combination  of  food  and 
history  will  make  a  unique  book,  and  one  that 
will  be  as  successful  a  fund-raiser  for  THD  as 
‘  ‘High  Living’  ’  was  for  the  good  ladies  in  1904. 

We  need  unusual  recipes,  the  stories  behind 
them,  cooks  to  test  them.  We  need  stories 
about  what  it’s  like  to  live  on  the  hill,  and  what 
it  was  like  in  the  old  days.  And  we  need  artists 
and  writers  to  help  us  put  it  all  together, 
‘  ‘book’  ’  people  to  help  us  produce  and  sell  it. 

Send  your  recipes  to  June  Fraps,  1941 
Stockton  Street  or  call  her  at  392-1187  to 
volunteer.  And  the  next  time  you  hear  some¬ 
one  say,  ‘  ‘Remember  the  time  when. . .’ ’  jot  it 
down,  and  send  that,  too. 


June  Fraps 


THE  ORGANIZER 

•  Budget  Finances 

•  Manage  Accounts  Payable/ Accounts 
Receivable 

•  Balance  Bookkeeping  Records 

•  Systematize  Monthly  Records 

•  Prepare  and  File  Employee  Taxes 

•  Compile  Business/Personal  Records  for  Taxes 

•  Untangle,  Update,  and  Organize  All  Data 

•  Execute  All  Aspects  of  Correspondence 

•  Meticulously  Tend  Business  and  Social 
Calendars 

•  Your  Home/Office  or  Mine 

GAYLE  BECKER  564-4514 


'Speedy'S 


NEW  UNION  GROCERY 


WINES 
LIQUORS 


301  Union  Street 

Corner  Montgomery 
DELIVERY  SERVICE 


Quality  Meats  —  Selected  Fruits  and  Vegetables 


Open 
7 

Days 

LUNCH  -  DINNER  -  LATE  NIGHT 
Eat  in  or  Take  Out 

WE  DELIVER 

Bay  &  Powell  -  Northpoint  Mall 

Validated  Parking 
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788-4055 


RESTAURANT  4k  BAR 


